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through most articles on education since 1943 is discipline.
The imposition of a stricter code of discipline was explained
to the public as follows:—' There was for a long tune in the
Soviet Union a prejudiced attitude toward obedience, as
before the revolution it conjured up ideas of humiliation
of self-respect, of the elimination of one's personality before
those in higher positions, etc. This fairly well-founded but
one-sided conception was made use of by certain champions
of the so-called free education school, who maintained
that authority and freedom, discipline and independence,
obedience and self-respect, were incompatible. The way
to genuine internal freedom, to independence and the full
development of the personality can only be found through
discipline and conscious obedience. . . . Life demands ever
more insistently a bolder and more general resort to punish-
ment in the training of character.*1 The.campaign for
discipline did not receive unanimous support from the
teachers; and in 1944 the head of the Moscow city depart-
ment of education, A. Orlov, had to criticise 'the untrue
and lying theories of teaching which lead to the teacher
explaining patiently and persistently ... it is time to do
away with them. . . . The Soviet school must be distin-
guished from any other school primarily by its strict discip-
line, because the higher the human society for which the
school is preparing young people, the firmer the discipline
must be. The regulations in Suvorov schools, where
punishment goes as far as the detention cell, have been
accepted by teachers.' 2 * We must declare war', says
another writer, * on the sentimental and twittering teacher
who relies entirely on persuasion and requests. . .. . Soviet
education requires inflexible strictness and exactness on the
part of the teacher.* The introduction of separate education
of the sexes will'give the opportunity . . , for turning our
youth into purposeful and bold jfeople, capable of becoming
good and able soldiers.' z It was, of course, necessary
1	Article by Propotopopova in Kom. Pravda, 16.1.44.
2	Mos. Bol, 13.44.	* Izvestiya, 18.8.43.

